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which is pathetic. Europe drifted into war and the river
of civilization thundered over the waterfall because, to
adapt the phrase of our American commentator of 1937,
" there was no place else to go." The Great War was
the inevitable consequence of the anarchy which existed
in international political relations.
The issues involved in the Great War presented them-
selves to each side in different lights. The Allies claimed
with sincerity that they were fighting Prussian militarism
for freedom, justice, and the sanctity of treaties, even
though one of their members, Russia, was in 1914 the
world's outstanding example of despotism. The Ger-
mans believed with equal sincerity that they were fighting
to prevent themselves from being encircled and restricted
by a ring of hostile and jealous Powers.
Neither side clearly understood that the real problem
which faced Western civilization in 1914 was not one
which could be solved by war, and that on the contrary
a great war would only leave the problem where it was,
surrounded by additional difficulties created by the war.
The problem was, and still is, how to arrange for the
peaceful solution of political and economic disputes which
arise between groups of human beings organized into
sovereign states. As the war dragged on and became ever
more horrible and destructive, a body of opinion on the
side of the Allies, particularly the Americans and Brifish,
began to see that if the war was to be justified in the eyes
of posterity, the peace which must one day conclude the
war must be no ordinary settlement under which the
victors despoiled the vanquished.